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BY-LAWS ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to accept as
its By-Laws the recommendations of the 1983 By-Law
Revision Committee as printed below, &nd upon the
approval of the Attorney General, repeal and annul-
the present By-Laws or take any other action relative
thereto.

Key:
Underlines = completely new sections
Brackets = deletions

GENERAL BY-LAWS OF HAMPDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTICN

It is traditional io man's affairs to establish rules
or By-Laws for the most effective conduct of the meetings and operations
of his organizations. Of equal importance is the publication of these
rules so that all concerned, particularly newcomers, may be adequately
instructed in the conduct of such meetings and of the orgenization itself.

So it is in the Town of Hempden. The efforts of the' first By-Law
Committee which provided the first By-Laws in 1948, and the [firsﬁ]
revisions in 1950 and 1969 are respectfully acknowledged., In preparatiou
for this 1984 revision, a Committee was approved at the Annual Town
Meeting, April 25, 1983, This Committee has reviewed snd revised the
By—-Laws for completeness and clarity. All general By-Laws of 1969
and subsequent smendments thereto are hereby repealed end annulled
on the effective date of these By-Laws,

o~ Ty

This Committee com-
prised Harold }. Bennett as Chairman, Arthur 5. E. Benson, Donald E.
Wilcox, Grace L. Kibbe, Gerald V. Witkop.

Preparation of this revision of the By-Laws was authorized by the
Town Meeting of March 4, 1968. Not only werc all amendments since
1950 incorporated, but furth=r editorial changes necessitated by these
have been made. In addition, the general structure has been modified for
greater clarity and to provide more readily for future substantive addi-
tions. For example, the By-Law concerned with restrictions prescribed
and enforced for the safety of persons or property has becn organized in
Section VII “Protection of Persons or Property.”

Finally, for those voters wishing further information, illusirative
references to the enabling statutes have been combined in a new Scction,
VIIL

These By-Laws supplement those adopted and published elsewhere
for other spccific purposes, such as Zoning By-Laws and Building By-
*  Laws.

Any prior form of these By-Laws or part thexcof which is inconsistent
with, or not included in, these By-Laws is hereby rescinded. J




Whoever violates any of the provisions of these By-Laws shall,
unless other provision is expressly made, pay a fine, not exceeding
one hundred dollars, for each offense. All fines shall be paid into
the Town Treasury.

The invalldity of any section or provision of these By-Laws
shall not invalidate any other section or provision thereof,

CHAPTER II. TOWN MEETINGS

The Annual Town Meeting is asctually conducted in two parts:
the Annual Town Meeting for the transaction of business, and the
Annual Town Meeting to elect town officers (ccmmonly referred to
as Town Election).

SECTION 1. The Annual Town Meeting for the transaction of
business shall be held on the last Monday in April at 8:00 p.m.
Special Town Meetings for the transaction of business shall be
called by the Board of Selectmen as provided by law. {Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 39, Section 9. Adopted April 16, 197k.)

The warrant contalning all items of business for each Town
Meeting shall be posted on the bulletin boards in the Town House,
Thornton Burgess School, Green Meadows School, on the building
located at 43 Somers Road presently occupied by the Village Food
Mert, "and at a location known as the Mini Mall located on Allen
Street and Fast Longmeadow Road, at least seven days before any Town
Meeting. (Adopted April 26, 1983.)

The number of registered voters to constitute a quorum at a
Town Meeting shall be T5.

These procedures shall be followed:
Ebction 7. Parliamentary Procedurg]

a. Persons speeking shall address the Moderator.

b. All questions asked of any person shall be asked through
the Moderator.

¢. On entering the meeting room, before or during a Town
Meeting held for the transaction of business, each voter
of the Town of Hampden shall be identified by the Board of
Registrars or their deputies, by reference to the Voters'
List. Persons who are not voters of the Town of Hampden
shall be seated separately from the voters, in a place
designated by the Moderator.

d. All votes or moticns shall be taken by a show of hands;
nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the
taking of a vote by ballot if a moticn to that effect shall



be duly made end carried by a mejority of the voters present
and voting thereon. When m question is determined by a
ballot vote, every person voting shell have his or her nape
checked by the check 1list of the Registrars of Voters before
depositing the ballot in the receptacle provided.

e. Prior to dlscussion of each Artiecle, the Moderator shall
indicate, or cell for, the pertinent recommendation of the
Advisory Committee.

f. The Moderator shall preserve decorum and order; shall decide
all guestions of order; end may in his discretion, make any
ruling of Parliamentary Law, without appeal, utilizing Robert's
Rules of Order as a guide.

Sub Section E. Unless otherwise provided by By-Laws,
Robert's Rules of Order shell preveil in any question
of procedure, : .

g- By-Laws may be adopied, amended or repealed by -a majority
vote at any Annuasl Town Meeting. [for.the transaction of businessJ

SECTION 2. The. Annual Town Meeting to elect town officers and
to vote on such other matters as may be voted on the officiel ballot,
shall be held on the first Monday in May. The polls for the election
of town officers shall be open at 8:00 a.m. gnd remein open until 8:00 p.m.
when they shall be closed. These times shall be stated in the warrent
calling said meeting.

If a vacancy occurs in any elected office, that vacancy shall be
filled in accordance with the provisions of ‘the Massachusetts General
Laws, Chapter 41, as amended.

All appointments made by elected officials for the ensuing year
will be made after the Annual Town Meeting described in this SECTION 2.

CHAPYER III. ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SECTION 1. There shall be an Advisory Committee. for the Town,
which shall perform the duties set forth in the following sections,
and be governed by the provisions thereof, and by the provisions of
Massachusetts Generael Laws, Chapter 39, Section 16 and related statutes.

SECTION 2. The Committee will éonsist of five members appointed
by the Moderator, and the term of eamch shall be three years, following
the expiration of the terms of those eppecinted heretofore.

- . _ R whose term
of office shall be three years, following the expiration of terms as jnitiated
in the 1948 By-Laws, — one member in 1968, two members in 1969, two
members in 1970, and thereafter as they expire.



The Moderator of the Town elected at said annual Town Election
of officers shall fill the expired vacancies (within thirty (twenty]
days). .

The Commitfee shall chocse its own officers and cause a true
record to be kept of its proceedings and shall serve without pay.

Said Com-
mittee shall chooee ita awn officers as soon =s practicable after appoint-
ment, and shall serve without pay. Said Committee shall cause to be kept
a true record of its proceedings.

Three members shall constitute & quorum.

SECTION 3. The said Committee shall fill any vacancy, which may
occur in its membership, by a majority of those present and voting.
An eattested copy of this vote shell be sent by, the Committee to the
Town Clerk. ‘

If any member is absent from five consecutive meetings of said
Committee, except in case of illness, his or her position shall be
deemed vacant and shall be filled as herein provided. The temm of
office of any person so chosen to fill a vacancy shall expire at the
adjourmnment of the next succeeding Annusl Town Meeting to elect officers.
The Mcoderator elected at said Town Meeting shall eppoint a successor
to complete the unexpired term of the member in whose office such
vacancy originally occurred.

SECTION 4. The Selectmen, after drawing any werrant for a Town
Meeting, shall transmit immediately & copy thereof to each member of
the Advisory Committee and said Committee shall consider all articles.
A public heering shall be held at least seven days before such Town
Meeting upon all articles and & notice of such hearing shall be given
by posting & copy thereof in at least those five public places in
the Town, identified in CHAPTER II, SECTION 1 above, seven days prior
to the hearing. After due consideration of the subject matter in
such articles, said Committee shall report thereon, in print or
otherwise, to the Town Meeting, its recommendations on all articles
per%aining to appropriations, the expenditure of meney .and the in-
curring of debts. The Committee may make recommendations on any other
articles it deems appropriate. (Adopted April 16, 197L.)

SECTION 5. It shall be the duty of the Advisory Committee to
consider the annuel estimates and expenditures as prepsred by the
several boards, officers and committees of the Town, or by the Town
Accountant. The Advisory Committee shall recommend for comparison,
amounts which in the Committee's opinion should be appropriate for the
ensuing year. The Committee shall add thereto such explamatiohs and
suggestions in relation to the proposed appropriations as it may deem
expedient, and report thereon ae provided in SECTION k.,

SECTION 6. In the dischaevge of its duty seld Committee shall
have free access to all books of record and accounts, bills and

i3



vouchers on which money has been or may be paid from the Town
Treasury. Officers, Boerds, and Committees of the Town shell, upon
request, furnish seid Committee with fects, figures and other infor-
mation pertaining to their several activities.

SECTION T. No expenditure shall be made or liability incurred
by or in behalf of the Town until an appropriation has been made
sufficient to meet such expenditure or liasbility, in accordance
with Messachusetts General Laws, Chapter Lb, Section 31.

SECTION 8. (It shall be the duty of) The Advisory Committee
shall make an annual report of its ectivities toc be contained in the
annual Town Report, or a supplement thereto. (Adopted April 16, 197k.)

CHAPTER IV. CONTRACTS BY TOWN OFFICERS

SECTION 1. No contract involving an obligation of the Town in
excess of $500 shall be binding upon the Town unless it is in writing
and is signed by at least & majority of the board or cammittee duly
authorizing or heving control of the eppropriastion against which
such obligation is incurred; and such board or committee shall maeke
a record of every contrect in a book which shall be the property of
the Town. '

SECTION 2. Every contract in excess of $2,000 shall be con-—
trolled by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section LB.

Section 2. Every contract exceeding $1000 shall be accompanicd by
a suitable bond for the performance of same, or by the deposit of money,
or sufficient surety in negotiaklz form, to the amount of such bond, if so
requested by the officer or bonard authorized to make such contract.

CHAPTER V. LEGAL AFFAIRS

SECTION L. The Selectmen ' [shall be agents of the town to]
shall institute, prosecute, and defend any and all claims, actions
and proceedings to which the Town is a party, or in which the interests
of the Town are, or may be, involved.

SECTION 2. The Selectmen may at their discretion employ counsel
to essist them in the institution, prosecution, and defense of any and
81l claims, actions and proceedings to which the Town is a party, or in
which the interests of the Town are, or mey be, involved.

SECTION 3. All town officers, boards and committees requiring
the services of the Town Counsel, shall contact Town Counsel only
after oblaining the acquiescence of the Board of Selectmen and shall




keep the Board of Selectmen apprised of the ststus of eamch issue by
notifying them in writing or by sending copies of any communications
to them.

SECTION L. ' The Board of Selectmen shall annually, in June,
and whenever a vacancy shell exist, eppoint a member of the Massachu-
setts Bar to sct 85 Town Prosecutor. He or she shall be subject at
eny time to removal by the Board of Selectmen.

CHAPTER VI. REPORTS

SECTION 1. All reports submitted to the Town of Hampden by
elected or sppointed officials shall be reproduced in the Annuael Town
Report and .a copy shall be retained by the Town Clerk.

Section 3. No report submitted 1o the Town of Hampden by elected
or appointed officials shall be considered complete unless one copy is de-
livered to the Town Clerk.

CHAPTER VII. PERMITS AND FEES

SECTION 1. The Selectmen shall from time'to time establish a
schedule of fees to be charged for the issuance of permits.

’ building, plumhing a2nd clec-

trical permits, such fces to be on a graduated scale having regard for the

type and value of the property invelved,

SECTION 2. No permit or license shall be issued until the
applicant for same has paid to the Town [‘I‘rea.surea Treasury a fee.

SECTION 3. All Town officers who receive & salary shell pay all
fees received by them by virtue of their office into the Town Treasury.

SECTION L. All Town officers who receive a salary shell on
June 30 and December 31 of each year report to the Selectmen the smount
of fees received by them by virtue of their office, and the Selectmen
shall publish the same in the Annual Town Report. ‘

CHAPTER VIII. PROTECTION OF :PERSONS OR PROPERTY

SECTION 1. No person shall enter upon the premises of another
or upon any public or private property with the intention of peeping
into the windows of a house or other building or of spying in .any
menner upon any person or persons therein, and any person so convicted
shall be subject to a fine of not more than fifty dollars.

SECTION 2. Whoever shall, within the Town, whether that public
way, county highway, state highway, or & private way open to the public,



or in any other place where the public shall have access, consume
alcoholic bevereges or be in possession of an open container of
alcoholic bevereges shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $50.
This section shall slso be construed so as to prohibit the consiump-
tion of mlccholic bevereges, by eny person while such person is
standing, sitting, walking, running or otherwise present within

such way or public place as herein above defined, or within any
vehicle, whither parked or moving, which is within the limits of such
public way or place as herein defined. (Adopted April 25, 1983.)

-

SECTION 3. Whoever shall consume any alcocholic beverages or be
in possession of en cpen ccutainer of alcoholic beverages, in eny
public building, or on eny public property, including parks, cemeteries,
schoolhouses, and school grounds, public squares, or in any private
way or parking area regulated under the provisions of General Lews,
Chapter 90, Section 18, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $50.
(Adopted April 25, 1983.)

SECTION 4. The foregoing SECTION 2 and 3 shall not apply to
any activity duly licensed by the Board of Selectmen under the applicable
provisions of the General Laws, or where specific permission has been
granted. A violation of this By-Law shall be deemed to be & breach
of peace. (Adopted April 25, 1983.)

SECTION 5. It shall be the duty of any police officer of the
Town to arrest any person who violates the provisions of SECTIONS 2
and 3, and to cause such persons to be detained, pursuant to Department
procedure, until he or she can be taken before a court having jurisdic-
tion of the offense. (Adopted April 25, 1983.)

SECTION 6. Ko person, not licensed to do so, shall keep, store,
or park any motor vehicle or vehicles, as defined in the General
Lews, which are required to be registered in order to be operated
upon the ways of the Commonwealth, if said vehicles are unregistered,
whether assembled or disassembled; on any premises within the Town,
unless stored within en enclosed building, without'a [an annu&q
permit from the Chief of Police.

Such annual permits may be issued by.the Chief of Police in his
discretion for what he considers justifiable ceuse and subject to
such reascrnable conditions as he may impose. thereon.

This By-Law shall not apply to vehicles uﬁed for farming
purposes. :

. Violations of this By-Law shall be punished by a fine of not more
than $50. ' ..



'CHAPTER IX.

AUDITS

"Section 1. The Town shall have an audit of the financial books and
‘accounts of the Town made periodically by the State Bureau of Accounts,
or a private accounting firm. ( Adopted April 25, 1$77.)

LIBRARY

EVERGREEN
TERRACE

ZONE
CHANGE

ARTICLE 9. To see 1f the Town will vote to ralse and appropriate
a sum of money to be used with other available funds, for
purchasing equipment to air condition Library rooms on the

second floor of the Hampden Town House, or take any other

action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 10. To see 1f the Town will vote to authorize the
Board of Selectmen, by virtue of Chapter 79 of the General
Laws, to take, In fee simple for highway purposes, the following
street as recommended by the Planning Board, including ease-
ments relating thereto: Evergreen Terrace, beginning at '
intersection of Mill Road and proceeding in a northerly and
then westerly directilon, a distance of 970,17 feet, more or
less, 1ncluding the cul de sac at the end with a radius of
100 feet; as shown on a plan of lots, Land Court Plan 17235,
Certificate 2834; and as recorded in Hampden County Registry
of Deeds, Book of Plans 186; Pages 106 and 107 or take any
other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 11, To see 1f the Town will vote to change from Business
to Residence R-4, a certailn tract of land owned by Charles E.
Nichols and as shown on plan of lots, Allen Street and Wilbraham
Road, Hampden, Massachusetts, Scale: 1" = 60', dated Qctober,
1974, and being a portion of lot #1, said tract lying on the.
westerly side of Wilbraham Road and beginning at the most
southeasterly corner of lot #9, thence N.58° 36' 03" West,
135.97 feet to a point; thence South &0° 59' 13" East, 133.30
feet to a point on the westerly side of Wilbraham Road; thence
South 20° 00' 51" West, 26.84 feet, along Wilbraham Road to

the point of beginning, containing approximately 1,800 square
feet, or take any other action relative thereto.



ZONE ‘

CHANGE ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Hampden
Zoning By-laws to change from Business to Multi-Family Dwelling
the land owned by Shirley G. Alger at 522 Main Street, formerly
known as the Green Valley Pharmacy, said parcel having 229 feet
of frontage and running 435 feet more or less, to the Scantic
River, or take any other action relative thereto.

DOGS ARTICLE 13, To see if the Town will vote the following, relative
to the licensing and keeping of dogs in the Town of Hampden;
"SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one
hundred thirty-nine of Chapter one hundred and forty of the
General Laws or any other provision of law to the contrary,
the annual fees to be charged by the Town of Hampden for the
issuance of licenses for dogs shall be determined by the Board
of Selectmen.

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one
hundred forty-seven of said Chapter one hundred and forty or
any other provigion of law to the contrary, all meoney received
by the Town of Hampden, or recovered as fines or penalties by
sald Town undevr the provisions of said Chapter one hundred and
forty relating to dogs, shall be paid into the treasury of said

- Town of Hampden, and shall not thereafter by paid over by the
Town Treasurer to Hampden County.

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section one
hundred and thirty-seven of said Chapter one hundred and forty,
or any other provision of law to the contrary, the registering,
numbering, describing and licensing of dogs, if kept in said
Town, shall be conducted in the office of the Town Clerk of

said Town," ;

the provisions of this article to be contingent upon the passage
of an appropriate b1ll by the General Court, or take any other

. action relative thereto.
TOWN ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
MAP or transfer from available funds a sum of money, to be added to

the balance in Revaluation Account; sald sums to be held in an
account to be known as Town Mapping System Fund; said sums to
be used for a Town Mapping System, if said expenditure is voted
upon and approved at Annual or Special Town Meeting prilor to
such use, or take any other action relative thereto.



CONSERVATION

FUND ARTICLE 15.' To see 1f the Town will vote to raise and

appropriate a sum of money for the Conservation Fund, said

Fund to be used for the purpose of acquiring available land

for the Town for conservation purposes, if said purchase is
voted upon and approved at Annual or Special Town meeting prior
to such purchase, or take any other action relative thereto.

REVENUE g

SHARING ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to transfer any balance
unysed on June 30, 1984 in the Landfill Maintenance, Library,
Road Maintenance and/or Snow & Ice Removal accounts back into
General Revenue Sharing account; these sums having been allocated
from General Revenue Sharing monies at Annual Town Meeting of
1983, or take any other action relative thereto.

REVENUE
SHARING ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to designate funds
from General Revenue Sharing Account to the 1984-1985
approprilations for:
- LANDFILL MAINTENANCE
ROAD MAINTENANCE
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL
TIBRARY
or take any other action relative thereto.

OVERLAY ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum
RESERVE FUND of money from the Overlay Reserve to the Reserve Fund, or take
any other actilon relative thereto.

RESERVE .
FUND ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or transfer from unappropriated available funds in the Treasury,
a sum of money for the Reserve Fund, or take any other action
relative thereto.



LIBRARY
STATE AID

BORROWING

REDUCING
TAX RATE

CEMETERY
LAND

ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to transfer from
the Library Fund the amount of $2,372 ( State Aid ) to be used
by the Library Trustees at thelr discrecion,

ARTICLE 21. To see 1f the Town will vote to authorize the

Town Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, to borrow
money from time to tlme in anticipation of the revenue of the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1984, in accordance with the
provisions of General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 4, and to

issue a note or notes as may be given for a period of less than
one year, In accordance with General Laws, Chapter 44, Section 17,
or take any other action relative thereto.

ARTICLE 22. To see 1f the Town will vote to transfer from
unapproprilated available funds in the Treasury a sum of money
for the purpose of reducing the tax rate for Fiscal 85, or
take any other action relative thereteo.

ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to accept a gift

of land from Mary Moran, said parcel being adjacent to the
rear of Prospect Hill Cemetery land now owned by the Town;
said parcel to be used for future cemetery pruposes; and will
vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money for the survey of
said land and payment of necessary legal expenses 1involved;

or take any other action in relation thereto.



And you are further required to notify and warn the inhabitants of the
Town of Hampden qualified to vote In elections of Town Officers to meet at the
Hampden Town House, 625 Main Street, Hampden, on Monday, the seventh of May,
AD 1984 at eight o'clock in the forenoon, then and there to give in their
votes on one ballot to the election officers of said Town for the following
officers, to wit:

To choose for the term of one year the following: One Moderator, one Tree
Warden.

To choose for the term of three years the following: One Selectman, one
Assessor, two members of the Hampden School Committee, one representative to
the Hampden-Wilbraham Regilonal School District Committee, one Trustee of the
Hampden Public Library, one Cemetery Commissioner, one Park Commissioner.

To choose for the term of five years the following: One member of the Planning
Board, one member of the Hampden Housing Authority.

Also to choose all other necessary Town officers.

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting an attested copy thereof
at each of the five places designated by the Town. Hereof fail not, and make
due return of this Warrant with your doings thereon, to the Town Clerk at or
before the time of meeting aforesaid. Given under our hands this twenty-first
day of February, 1984,

ROBERT L. BURGER
JOHN M. FLYNN
JUDITH R, HANMER
Board of Selectmen



REPORT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Advisory Committee's summer activitles consisted of preparation
for and participation in a Speclal Town Meetlng addressing the salary
increases negotiated for the local schoecl, additional State Aid fox the
Library and establishment of the Salary Survey Committee.

Last fall, in preparation for ocur budget season, we analyzed our
financial position and established our guidelines to departments for their
budget requests, namely a 4% increase 1n salary accounts and level funding
for expense accounts. We then met with departments to discuss budget
requests and develop recommended figures for budget line items.

We are presently looking at substantial increases of the requested
Budget and Warrant amounts over our Fiscal 1984 totals. OQur Free Cash
certification June 30, 1983 was lower than expected since the tax bills
vwere sent out late and therefore many of our expected receipts were not
recelved by June 30, 1983. We hoped for State reimbursement on the
Thornton Burgess roof, but sach funds will not be received during Fiscal

1985.

There is still a substantial amount to cut out of the requests in
order to balance under the amount allowed by Proposition 24. Thus, members
of the Advisory Committee are extremely interested in knowing taxpeyers'
opinions regarding areas where such cuts should be made. Town Meeting is
too late. Advisory Committee recommendations are made after our hearing
on March 26, 1984 and we want to hear your oplnions about the increases
shown in the various line items of the Budget and Warrant articles.

We hope to see you at our hearing on March 26, 1984 at 8:00 P.M. at
the Town House and subsequently at the Annual Town Meeting to be held at
Thronton Burgess School on April 30, 1984 at 8:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane M. Wyman, Chalrman

Lester F. Pauly, Vice-Chairman
William E, Smith

Lucille Mulcahy

Gordon E. Clark

Evelyn L. Schmidt, Clerk
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