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PALNIER REGISTER, Inc. 

Palmer. ;\otass. 


1962 




Elected Town Officers - - - 1961 
Moderator 

GEORGE W. INGLE 

Clerk and Treasurer 

GRACE L. KIBBE 

Se lectmen and Board of Public Welfare 


CHARLES R. MELVILLE, Chairman 1962 


WILLfAM P. PATULLO, 1963 

WALTER M. [CKRATH, JR., 1964 

Clerk to the Selectme n - RUTH W. WOODS 

Assessors 

WILLIAM H. BURNS, Cbairman, 1962 

LEONARD G. CURTIS, resigned 

GEORGE AUDREN, appointed to fill vacancy 

GEORGE T. LA YBOURNE, JR, 1964 

Clerk to the A.8ses:sors - ALICE FULLER 

School Committee 


RAY E. BEANE, J R., Chairman, 1962 


.JULIA WlNETROUT, 1962 HELEN M. LAW, 1963 

EDW IN N. LOMBARD, 1963 

HILLARD H. CLARKSON , 1964 

Clerk to the School Committee - DOROTHY ROY 



, 

Hampden-\Vilbraham Regional School District Committee 

GRACE GRAY, resigned 


DONALD DICK1NSON. appointed to fiU vaca ncy 


Board of Trus tees of the H:tmpden Free Public Library 

ELIZA BETH Q. MORGAN, 1962 

i\'IARJORIE ROMAN, r es igned 

ELSLE W, THERRIEN, appoinlf!d to f ill vacancy 

C. KILGOU RNE HUMP, 1%4 

Coll ector of Taxes 


DOROTHY S. F LYNN 


Constables 


PAUL A. BOUCHARD 


ARTHUR H. GERRISH JOHN K PIXLEY 


Cemetery Commissioners 


HOIlfER ,FULLER, Cha irman, 196,1 


DAN1BL ISHAM, 1962 NEIL KIBBE, 1%3 


P lanning Board 

GARFmLD W. TRACY, Chairman, 1962 

MARION W. GERRISH, 1963 

GORDON J. E. WILLClJT l'. 1!)64 

JOHN M. FLYNN, 1965 WILLTAM G. ERTEL, JR., 1966 

Clerk to the Planning Board - ELIZARRTH PAULK 

Auditor 

WILLlAM A. BAILEY 



Tree Warden 
CHARLES H. LEMON 


APPOINTED TOWN OFFICERS 


TOWIl Bookkeeper 
ROLLYN H. HATCH 

DOg Officer 
ARTHUR H. GERRISH 

Forest Fire Warden 
WILLIAM ALLEN 

Inspector of Animals 

HOMER L. FULLER 

Ins pector of Slaughte.ring 

GEORGE A. PATRIC 

Sealer of Weights ana l'tIeasures 

ERROL M. BEEBE 

Moth Superin tendent 

CH ARLES H. LEMON 

Superintendent of Streets 

ARTH UR H. GERRISH 

Recreation Committee 


GORDON J. E. WILLCUTT, Chairman, 1962 


WARREN REED. 1962 JAAffiS R. LAW. 1963 

DAVID JOYCE. 1963 LEE H. TAFT, 1964 

RALPH H. MILLER, 1963 WILLIAM ALLEN, 1964 



• 

Burial Agent for Soldiers and Sailors 

FRED C. SAMBLE 

Agent for Care of Soldiers' and Sailors' Graves 
RAYMOND W. DUNLEA 

Agent tor Veterans' Benefits 
THOMAS J . F AULKNER 

Measurers of Wood, Bark and Charcoal 
HOMER L. HATCH AUSTIK K. HARRLS 

Civil Defense Director 
HAMJLTON deLISLE 

Dentis t for Dent.al Clinic 
DR. HAROLD J . BENNETT 

Pound Keeper and Field Driver 
HOMER L. FULLER 

Fenee Viewers 

DONALD E. DICKINSON 

GEORGE PATRIC. JR. WARRE N DICKINSON 


Welfare Agent 
MARY CANTWELL 

Town Counsel 

ATTY. WILLIAM D. CANFIELD 

Building Commissioner 

GORDON J. E. WILLCUTT 
Electrical Inspector Plumbing Inspedor 
CHARLES R. MELVILLE WILLIAM P. PATULLO 



7 

Board of Appeals 


EVERETT S. WOODS, Chairman, 1963 

HOWARD GRAY, resigned STUART F, HILL, 1964 
JOHN S. LEARY, 1962 

LAWRENCE F. SULLIVAN, 1964 

Alternates 

WILLIAM A. BAILEY, 1963 ROBERT W. KING, 196< 

Clerk to Board of Appe~ ls - JANET NEWTON 


Hampden-Wilbraham Regiona1 School Distrid. Committee 

JULIA WINETROUT 

Advisory Committee 


BEN F. LIBBY, Chairman, 1963 

DANIEL M. FLYNN, 1962 

WILLIAM T. OLMSTEAD, 1964 
DR. HAROLD J , BENNETT, 1963 

KENNETH WlNETROUT, 1964 
Clerk to Advisory Committee-EILEEN SCHNEELOCH 


Volers Liable for Jury Duty for the Year 


Beg inning August 1. 1961 


ALEXANDER BANDOSKI, J R. CLAUDE GOODWILL 

ALFRED J. BELMORE A. KING HARRIS 

RAYMOND CARROLL DAVID JOYCE 

CHESTER CHAPIN CARL F, LIBBY 

HAMILTON DELISLE ANDREW J. MULCAHY, JR. 

RAYMOND DOWNEY GEORGE A. PATRIe 

HENRY DUNWOODIE PETER A, ROY 

WILLlAM ERTEL PlULIP A. STANGER 


JOSEPH FONTAINE 




• 

Board o( Registrars 
GRACE L. KIBBE 


VERA MILVlLLE. 1962 FAYE FLYNN, 1964 

HELEN VIGER, deceased 


IDA LAMB, appointed to f iU vacancy 


Special Police 
PAUL A. BOUCHARD ROBERT A. NEWTON 
ARTHUR H. GERRISH JOHN E. PIXLEY 
WALTER J. LYONS CLAR KE E. WARRF;N. J~. 

RI CHARD WIENCEK 

School Survey Committee 

FREDERICK MAHER, JR., Chairman 


DONALD ANDERSON EDWIN LOMBARD 

BEl' ,. LIBBY WILLIAM H. PATRIC 


Salary Survey Committee 

WILLlA1'\'l T. OLMSTEAD, ChairmAn 


FRANCIS T. BUCKLEY HELEN E NSLIN 

LEONARD G. CURTIS THOMAS W. FERGUSON, JR. 


"'< " 
iM 

IN MEMORl A...\,I 

t;DWIN BRENNAN 
Bo.Hd of Registt:ru:s. 1949·1959 

HAROLD H. JENSEN, JR. 
School Committee, 1948·1951 

ALEXANDER LARSON 
Cemetery Commissioner, 1917·1920 

JAMES J. MORGAN 
Selectman, 1949·1952 


Member of Board of Appeals, 1948 


HELEN G. VIGER 
.Board of Registrars, 1959·1961 

Ie· 
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THE UNDERGOUND RAILROAD 

IN HAMPDEN 

By Cu.T! C_ [[I)n'lett 

The centennial vf the startillg of the Civil War 
seems a good time to reC0ullt the importaJlt part take,) 
uy Hampden ill the l!nclergr ounct Hailroad Movement. 
S:l1ce many may a"k jllOlt \\"h"t the term means it. might 
be well to state that it was a system of co-operation 
arnOllg certain <lHti-slilvery people in the United States 
by whic;h fug,:tive slnve.-; \\'c,'e cwcrcUy helped to reach 
the North or Canada. 

In many tul-VIIS there wen; certain havens of refuge 
where the esc<-lj.l€d fugitives might find a hiding place 
from the hunters pursuing their human prey across the 
states. When the owners hot on the trail had come and 
passed and the shado\,>'s of night had fallen over the 
c}Hth the ,;hrinking fugitivES \vollid be taken in a wagon 
or directed to another place where they ,!,'ould find shel
ter and a hiding place from the officers of the law. It 
wa::; illegal to house the runawuys and that is why all 
movements had to be in the dark. The Negroes never 
kll€W the names of the men at whose houses they slept. 

There was an unusually large group 01 men in 
Hampden who were members of th e local underground 
movement. Perhflps this was due to t he fact that the 
encir cling hills created an ideal refuge for hundreds of 
fleeing ~lave:o. . Evidently t hey came in f rom Connecticut 
by SCluth Ro::, d and their first stop ,"as at the home of 
Edward Morris where the late Raymond Smith after
wards Jived. A severe struggle took place at ihis house 
Olle uay where two fugit ives had taken ref Uge. Their 
masters or hunters came after them and a moot desper
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ate fight ensued. in which one escaped to the woods and 
t he other was taken and bound and carried away. 

The Samuel Beebe Family who li ved on North Road 
where Charles R. Melvi1le now r esides were prominent 
h1 the movement and at least one runaway slave was 
hidden in a house owned by them in t he woods west of 
the present residence of George Ingle. 

A group of four men, namely James Stanton . Davis 
Pease, Hiram Hendrick, and John Calkins were allied 
in assisting fugitives. James Stanton lived \\'here Mrs. 
James J. Morgan now resides on Mountain Road and this 
house was known to be a definite ·'station." Still pasted 
on the inside of all upstairs closet door is a page from 
an 1840 "Anti-Slavery Almanac" luridly depicting an 
overseer brandishing hi s whip and a Negro hanging. 

Hiram Hendrick lived in the W. J. Sessions house off 
Glendale Road where Thomas P. Cooney now lives. 

Davis Pease built and lived in t he house now owned 
by Donald Wilcox on Glendale Road. His daughter Mrs. 
Elsie (Pease) Parkess and who was the mother of Mrs. 
Dugan of Allen Street remembered taking food to the 
slav~ in a hideout in t.he dingle opposite the present 
Wilcox hOllse when she was a little girl. 

The main station, however, was at the home of J ohn 
and Lucia. (Day) Calkins who lived in a house on Ames 
Road where the late District Attorney Thomas F. Mori
arty afterwards built a residence. They were shoe
makers and abolitionists and did a great deal of work 
to free the slaves. Mr. and Mrs. Calkins were co-laborers 
with William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips and 
distribu ted the "Liberator" and "Uncle Tom's Cabin" in 
this vi cinity. 

John Calkins lived in a small house with a little 
room in t he attic where he had his shop and shoemaker's 
bench. For several years of his life he was in poor 
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health and could only work a portion of the day, but he 
had excellent judgment, a very active mind, and a master
ly economy. He gave of wh.at little he had to succor and 
redeem and c10the the fugitives and with a Mr. Bibb es
tablished in Windsor , Canada a paper called "The Voice 
of the Fugitive." 

One of the reasons for the great success of John 
Calkins in the movement was his cOllnection with prom
inent people. Among those with whom he was in con
stant contact was the Rev. Samuel Osgood, pastor of the 
Fi rst Church, Springfield from 1809 to 1854-. Mr. 
Osgood operated one of the largest stations in New Eng
land in hi s home on Main Street below Howard Street 
and the house was still standing in 1930. He always 
keep a constant supply of bread and cheese, staples for 
t he fugitive slaves. Rev. Fales Newhall of the Newhall 
Family which has been so prominent in Wilbraham Acad
emy to this very day was an underground rai lroad helper 
of Dr. Osgood. 

A frequent guest at the Calkins home was Rev. Ad in 
Ballou and Mr. Calkins was associated with the min ister 
in establishing a Utopian community known as Hope
dale Community at Milford, Mass., of which the latter 
was president from 1841-1851. Mr. BaUou some times 
preached in the present Federated Community Church 
when it was stiU on North Road and kno\V"l1 as the Meth
odist Church. His principles of Non~Resistance proposed 
that the Government buy and free the slaves, wh icl1 
would have averted the Civil War. His book on "Practi
cal Christian Socialism" published in 1854 came to the 
attention of that great Russ ian writer Tolstoi and the 
ideas expressed therein spread to faraway Ind ia where 
they reached Ghand i. Would it be presumptuous for 
Ham pden to think proudly that through John Ca lkins 
and Rev. Adin Ballou our little town was connected 
with the independence of India! 
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TOWN WARRANT 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

COWlty of Hampden Town of Hampden 

To : Eithel' of t he Constables of lhe $aid Town of 
H am pden in !:iuid County: 

GREETINC; 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachu

sctts, ·You are hereby requ ired to noti fy and wa rn a ll t he 
inhabitants of t he Town of Hampden qualified to vote 
in t'lection..~ of Town Officers, to meet at the Tov,."!l 
House on Monday, t he twenty-sixt h of February, AD 
1962, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, then and there to 
give in thei r votes on one ballot to the election officers 
of said Town for the following officel's. t o wit: 

To choose for t he term of one ye.1.{ the follow illf:" : 
One Moderator, one Town Clerk and Town Treasurer, 
Olle Collector of Taxes, three Constables. one Tree War
den , one Audi tor, ODe member of the Hampden.Wilbra. 
ham Regional School Dil'trict Committee, one Lihrnry 
Trnstee, and one Assessor . 

To choose for the term of three yea rs the fo llowing: 
One Select.man, who shall a lso be on the Board of Public 
Welfa re, one Assessor , two School Committee memben; , 
one Libra ry Trustee, one Cemetery Commis::;ioner. 

To choose for t he tel'm of five yea rs the following: 
One member of the P lanning Board. 

Also to choose a ll other necessary Town Officers. 
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Th.e Polls !<hall be open ~t 10 AM and shall dose at 8 PM. 

And yOll .are IUl1:hf:l" hereby required to notify a nd 
\nll'l\ the inha bitan t!!. of said Hampden , qualified to vot~ 
in Town Affairs, to meet at the Hampden Elcmenttll'Y 
School, Hampden on MVll da;y. March 5, AD 1962 at. eight 
o'clock in the t!v~llillg, lhen and there t o llC:t on the 
following a rt icles, ,"iz: 

Article 1. To henr the AJtnual R E'.porl;-; o f all the. 
officer s M the Town <Iud an~' committee who>:e dut.\· it 
may h~ t.o report at said meet ing, and (let thereoJl. 

1'11\' .4. ,h·I ~ ",'.' (~"nlllltl f!e re' l ce:sb tim.! th<',lr re po rt aful r,('('Ql:l 

IIH' l1 lh' d huth"~1 he !hou~hUuUy read nn'\ .,tud ied. 

AI'ti c!e 2. To see if the Towil win ....ote to amend the: 
By-Ll.lw~ by adding thereto the foJlowing .."ectioll or l'iP.I'

t io!\t- , t!t" to take nny other <lctiOll thereunder: 

SALA RIED TOWN OFFICERS 

1. All town offi (:c rs who recei"e a &dn ry :-.h;:l ll 
pzt)· aU f\::!\::! s rec eived br them Vy virtue of lheir 
offic'e into the town tl'ea!sill"Y. 

2. All town officer s who receive a sH llIry ,'jh:lIl 
on J line 30 and Dec, 31 of eHcn ye<ll' !'eport to 
th e Selectmen the amount of fees received h.v 
them by \'i rtue of theil' office and the Seledme.l 
shall p ublished the Slim e in the Anllual Town 
Repor t. 

Al'licle ;i. To $ee if the Town will vote to fi x the 
Illl1ury ali(I compensation of all elective officers of t he 
Town as prov ided fo r by Section 108 of Chapte r 41 , Gen
e ra l IAtw;;, An d to r aise and appr opriate the Il ~e~,'lio',\' 
sum~ to CQve r :$a rne; to ruise money and make ap propr i. 

http:By-Ll.lw


ations to defray the expenses of the Town for the ensuing 
year, or to take any other action in relation thereto. 

Tho Ad\' lsory Oonunlttee reoomrnentb acceptan.ee of the budget 
as K!\'en on pages 21 ·25. 

Article 4. To see what disposition the Town will 
make of the Dog Fund. now in the hands of the Trens· 
urer. 

ThO Advisory Coouu1tteo recommend.!! tbAt thb fUlld be pOOd 
illw tho Library Acool1Jlt. 

ArticJe 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
apPl'opriate the sum of $2,850. fo r the repair and main· 
tenance of Town Roads and instruct the Selectmen to 
petition and cont ract with the Commissioners of the De. 
partment of Public Works, under the provisions of Chap. 
te l' 81, Section 26 of the General Laws. 

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise 
and appropriate a sum of money to be used in conjunction 
with any money which may be alloted by the State ()r 
County, or both, for Chapter 90 Maintenance , or take 
a ny other action in Ieiation thereto. 

The AdviSlIry Committee reeommends that the surn of $ 1.'00.0(1 
00 mhed and tl.ppru{lrtatcd fQr the u~e of ChaptCr 00 ;\la:int(:n.!lucf'.. 

Article 7. To see if the To\vn will ....ote to raise 
and appropriate a sum of money to be used in conjunction 
with any money that may be allotted oy the State 01' 

County, or both, for t he widening and su rfacing" ()( 3')llth 
!o.'Ionsol1 Road, 01" take any other action in relation thereto. 

Tile Ad\lLwry Oommlttce r eeQOIm fmds tbat lhe sum of M,OOO.OO 
be raised IUld appropri lltell in accordance with the p receding artJ.elc. 

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to transfer 
from unappropriated available funds in the Treasury a 

http:M,OOO.OO
http:acceptan.ee
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8um of money for the State share of Chapter 81 and t he 
State and County share of Chapter 90 Highway pro
grams, or take any other action in rel ation thereto. 

The Ad"isory Committee re~ommends the h'ander from unap' 
pl'OpJiflled &\'ailable fu.u.d.. In the trea.'Iury the I!<um of $13.4,w. for 
Chapter 81 and 90 blghway work a& outlined in tbe three Ilrecedln~ 

a.rtIcle'l;. 

Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to transfer 
a sum of money from the Overlay Re~erve to the Reserve 
Fund, or take any other action in relation thereto. 

The Advisory ComJ)lU1ee recommends the lr al1~'er of $6.000. 
fTom the Ovcrl.ay Re(fen 'c to tbe R p.serWl Fwtd. 

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to tntllsfer 
(rom unappropriated ava ilable funds in the treasury, a 
sum oC money to t he Stabilization Fund. 

The AdviS(lr y CoIl'Hl'I i~o r0C0mrocnd." tbat $20,0(11) I.>e. lnaJL..;. 
f('ned from unl'l ppl"Ojlriated Q" ll.il l'll)te fundS ill the treaMlfY to I h~ 

Stilblliution Fund . 

Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to rai se 
and appropriate a sum of money to the Sti\bi lization 
Fund. 

The A(h ·l .. ory Oom mlllf'C l·e(·.onmlCno~ that Ihe " !'m nF :ii lO . lI r,~. 

t;.c rDt~r:t! nnd Dlll1!'O(Jrllll.cd tQ t h ..· Sta.l}il iz""l.tion ("lIIl11 . 

ArLidc 12. To ~ee if the Town \vill vote to ~\l1 thor i .... e 
tht, SeJectmen to appoint u school buildillg comm\ttc~~ 

consisting' of five members, one of ""'hom shall be l"t roWn!· 

ber of the School Commit tee, to prepare nnd make recom
menda t ions in connection with possible schonl construc
tion and l'a ise ann appropriate t he ~um of $100.00 for 
expenses of said committee, or take any other aclion ill 
re lation thereto, 

The A(hi'loOry Oonlml1:tcotl recommends ta\'Of"1lblc A.cUon. 

http:Dlll1!'O(Jrllll.cd
http:Ovcrl.ay
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Article 13. To see if t he Town will vote to authorize 
the Sclec.-tmen to appoint a Town Accountant, in accord
ance with the }H'o\'iSio IlS of Section 55 of Chapter 41 of 
t he General Laws. 

AL'tide U. To see if the Town will vote to install a 
sidew(llk f rom t he corner of Main Street and North Road 
on the east side of North Road to the entrance to the 
Hampden Elementa!'y School, ~nd raise and a pPl"opriate 
lherefoJ' the sum of $5CQ., 01' take allY other action ill 

relation thereto, 

The Advl"orr <';Olllmitt~(\ recomm~nd~ hwor..bJc actio/!, !\'ud 
all :tllprollTl:-Ojiou or ~I)(). :l..\ OlltUned above. 

Article 15. To see if the Town wiU vote to accept 
the Kift of William P. and Ma1'tha A. P at ullo of a parcel 
of land lying withi u the limits of the relocation of 
ChApin Road as rel ocated in ] 961, bounded and describt~d 
as follow~: 

"Beg-iun ing at an iron pin in the Westerly line of 
Chapiu Roar.l at t he northeasterly corner of land )lOW 

or fOI'mfrly of Chester DickinWllj t hence N. 17· 43' 35" 
Ea:.t along the Wegte~'ly Une of the relocation of Chavill 
Road, t wo hundred twenty-two (222) feet to an iron 
pin; thence 60 ' 35' 40" East, twenty-seven aud 9.1. 100 
(27.94) feet to a point ill the ' ...·esterly line of the old 
location of Chapin Road; thence South 24° 56' 00" West 
nlong the old location of Chapin Road, two hundreu 
eight.een lind 06/ 100 (218.06) feel. to t he point of begiJl
nillg." ~ajd pan!el being :'J h OWll 011 a sun'ey cntitkd 
"Pla ll of relocation of Chapin lload, Hampden . Ml:l.g sltl-l1\1~ 

l't.tt:-<, [!'Om the llol'thel'iy line of Howard A. and Grace W. 
Gray i'outhel'ly to land of Chester DickillSOIl prep<l n~d 
1'01' Bouro of Se lectme n dated September , 1961, Helhc:rg' 
aud Wc.:",o,;e. Civil EUg'ineers." 
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Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to authorize 
the Building Commissioner to require that all llew build
ings have street numbers as assigned by the Planning
Board, in place prior to issuing an occupancy permit. 
or take any other action in relation thereto. 

The A,h-isory Committee recomrrmud;, favorahle adion. 

Article 17. To see if the Town will vute to authorize 
the Planning Board to charge the public a reasonable 
price for the Town maps, Zoning By-Laws booklet and 
Subdivision booklet, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 

The Ad"isor~\' Committee ~cnlllmel\ds favorable a,'Uon. 

Article 18. To sec if the Town will vote to authorize 
the Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, to 
bOITOW money from time to time in anticipation of the 
Revenue of the financial year beginning ,January 1, 1962, 
and to is'lue a note or notes and renew any 110te or notes 
as may be given for a period of less than one year, in 
accordance "with Section 17, Chapter 44 of the General 
Laws. 

The A,]yboJ"Y Committee recommends f:n orabte action. 

And you are directed to serve this ¥larrant by post
ing all attested copy thereof at each of the three piace:s 
designated by the Town. Hereof fail not, and make due 
return of this Warrant with your doings thereon, to the 
Town Clerk at or before the time of meeting aforesaid. 

Given under our hand'l this thirty-first day of 
Januar.v, 1962. 

CHARLES R. "MELVILLE 

'VALl'ER M. ICKRATH 

Selectmen of Hampden, Muss. 
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Report of Advisory Cow..J"uittee 

1961 

The purpose of the Advisory Committee in brief is 
to consider aU Town questions, both financial and non
fjn:u!(.:iltl, for the purpose of making recommendations ilt 
the Town Meetings, and to provide for payments of extra 
on!imny und unforeseen expenses. 

It was f Ol' these reasons, that th is Committee met 
pel'iodiciil iy dm'jng the year and also held public hear
ill .::::" prior to Town Meetings. 

The foUowing transfers have been made from the 

Reserve F und: 
Selectmen Expenses $ 61.51 
Collector Expenses 40.00 
Town House Maintenance 600.00 
Piann ing Board 100.00 
Insurance 500.00 
Fin:: Depa l'tment 596.76 
Dutch Elm Disease 379.00 
Health 440 .50 
Hig hwuYfi _ Bridges & Railings 175.00 
Aid tl) Dependent Ch ildren 2,500.00 
Intere:;.t 80.00 
Re<.:!'cntionaJ F ield Maint. 500.00 

$5,972.77 

The balance of $27.23 has been returned to the Over. 
lay Resenre. These transfers have enabled bette r func· 
tioning of the variou!'; departments with bills paid at the 
year's end . 

http:5,972.77
http:2,500.00
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Hampden ...:ont inues to grow needing more servicelS 
rendered by Schools, Highways, Police, F iremen, Roc
reatio[J and mnny others. This calls fo r additional out
lay__ which can be met only by increased valuation or in
creased taxes. 

Il is the duty and privilege of all to meet thjs in
creased. need and yet keep expcrnes within bounds . This 
elln ouly be ilccomplished by the most efficient use of 
aJ)1)l"opriations . 

We strongly urge adopt ion of the ar ticles in the 
\oVarrant to increase the Stabilization Fund to meet com
ill g' need:), Present balance is $17,466.73. Free cash as 
rll JalluRl'Y 1, HI61 was $82,228.78. 

The Commit tee is again appreciative of the services 
of Mrl';, R Gilbert SchneeJoch as Clerk. 

The cooper ation of all Town officials hus been most 
h~JJ)-;:ul a nd i:-l grtltefull y ackl1owledged. Also, our nppre
d ,Ltion is given to ull Departments of tile Town for t heir 
(; ifol't in curtailing their expenses and for keepng wi thin 
their budgct~ dur ing the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEN F'. LIBBY, Chairman 

HAROLD J. BENNETT 

DANIEL M. FLYNN 

WILLIAM T. OLMSTEAD 

KENNETH WD<ETROUT 

http:82,228.78
http:17,466.73


S\Ti\'lJ'lli\ltY OF H(iIJGWr l<'OH 1962 

HI~CO,,1l\rEr;OEn BY AIJVISOI{¥ COMMlTTfJJ<; 


Clasliiricatioll 
General Government 
Protection Ilf Pel"sons & Propf']"!.;'-· 

Henllh & S,\llil,ltion 
Highways 
Charit.ies 
Schools 
UIJl"nIY 
Hecl"cnlioll 
Unelnssifled 
(X'melerie" 
Matul'ing Debt Hlld Intl'I'('S! 

Tolul Budgel {It"Om 1<I,",at.ionj 
Sr.lCci,1I AI"l iciC'~ 


Additiotl1l[ Expen~('s (Esl1mnl.ed) 

Tot.al Expenses 

Elit:. Receipts (Fed., Stille & CoulIty) 

Balnnc!' to 1)(' l"(lis('d by Tn.'{ 


(on 	 P()JJ~ anci properly') 
AplJropriatiollS 110m available lunds 

(in addition to laxation) 
TUlCiI Vnilllllion, E:~lllllalc 

Eslimflle Tf1s Rate 

Apprvp. 
1961 

.~ 1:3,204 
D,225 
:.1,200 

~(j.S50 

33,950 
282,348 

,;,~81 

1,700 
8,544 
2,17;; 

29.HO 

$413,S17 
4,8130 

13,0:j() 
4;)1,107 
136,3:30 
2H5,o77 

51,709 

(;.1·12,01);) 
'18/1,000 

Recol11. 
1962 

S16,Gln 
11.005 

:3,710 
20,310 
:3·1,94:1 

290,230 
3,580 
1,9;)0 
8,975 

100 
28,650 

$426,058 
10,600 
18,8G(I 

455,;;18 
150,000 
30;;,;")18 

(l.ZOO.OOO 
1iJ/1.000 

Ck of 

Totnl 

4.0% 
2.5n,{. 

0.9% 
6.2% 
8.2% 

68,J% 
n.8,/~ 

O,.j% 
2.1% 
0.1% 
6.7% 

100.0'/r 

Diff. 
:) + 	 3.311 

+ 1,780 

-I-	 510 

540 

993
+ 

-+- 7,882 

+ 	 199 

+ 	 250 

+ 	 431 
-	 2.075 


490 
 ~ 

~ -H2,251 
+ 5,740 

-1- 5,820 

+23,8Ll 

+13,670 

-1 10.141 


-j-57,fl:{5 

+1/1,000 

http:Esl1mnl.ed
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KUDGET FOR 1962 


Recommended by Adv isory Committee 


ra:N8RAL GOVERNMf'~NT 4.(1% OF TOTAL 

~o. 

ltem 

MOdera tol' 

, 
1 Sa lary 

2 Expen~C:i 


Advisory Committee 


,, 
Se lectmen 


Salaries 

Expenses 


Town Bookkeeper 

, 
6 SlI. i:'lry 

7 Expenses 


Auditor 


" 

Tre!Uurer 
9 Sala ry 

to F:xpcnscs 
Collector 

II Sal(lry 
Town Oerk 

12 I!;xpenscs 
Assessors 

Sa lafies 

" 
u E:..penses 

Law and Claims 
16 Sa lary 
17 Expenses 
18 Elections & Registrations 

Town Houl'e Maintenance t' 
20 	 To'W'Yl Hall Maintenance 

Planning Board'I 

" 
22 Board ot Appeals 

CfI"tltylng Notes 

"" 
 Total General Government 


1960 196 1 1962 

Approp. Appl"Op. Recom. 


I 35 I 35 I S5 

16 


160 200 " " 
'''' 
700 700 1.100 

760 850 950 


750 7SO 900 

l7fi 175 200 

IS 16 IS 


7SO 150 1,000 

375 ~15 426 


750 750 1,3.;0 


675 616 775 


GOO 600 800 

1,219 1,564 1,750 


400 500 500 

200 200 850 

276 250 250 


1,500 900 950 

2,600 3,000 4,000 


100 600 100 

350 350 350 

100 100 100 

600 50 SO 


$12,784 $13,30"- '16,615 
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No. 1960 1961 1962 
ITem Approp. Approp. Recom. 

PR OTECTION OF P E RSONS & PROPERTY 2.5% OF TOTAL 
25 Police $3,000 $4,000 $4,000 
26 Fire 2,000 2,000 3,000 

Building Jnspecto~' 
27 Salary 300 C:OO 300 
25 ExpenJ;cs 3;0 380 350 

Sealer o[ Weight and Measu~s 
29 Salary 300 300 100 
30 EXpenses 200 
31 Insect Pest Control 400 400 400 
32 Dutch Elm Disease 1,000 1,000 1,080 
33 Tree Warden 2O<l 300 500 
34 Planting Trees 00 75 75 
:lS Forest Warden 100 

" 
100 100 

Forest Fires 
Salaries 400 400 .00 

37 };Quipment 

38 Total Protection $8,100 $9,225 $11,00& 

HEALTH MID SANITATION 0.9% OF TOTAL 

" Health $100 $100 $400 
40 Dental Clinic 475 475 
41 Animal Inspection 60 75 '"75 
42 Meat Inspection 50 .. 
4" > Town Dump Maintenance 500 " 500 500 
44 Mosquito Control 2,000 2,000 2,200 

" TOlal Hea lth lind Sanitation $3,185 33,200 $3,710 

HlGHW A YS 6.2% OF TOTAL 
46 Highways, Bridges & 

Rainn~ $5,500 $5,000 $5,000 

" Snow, Ice & Removal 5,000 7,000 5.000 
18 lto<1d Machinery Maintenance 3,000 4.000 4,000 

" Town Garage Maintenance '00 500 500 
' 0 Street Lighling 1,700 2,000 1 ,[160 
51 Chapter 81 2,850 2,850 2,850 

" Ch.:lpter 90 Maintean.:lce 1,500 2,000 1,500 
53 O1apter 90 Construction 3,000 3,500 4,000 

" Public Grounds Maintenance I~OO 

- -

" Tota l Highways $23,050 $2G,850 $26.310 



---
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No. 196<1 1961 1962' 

Item Approp. Approp. Recom. 


CHA.RlTLES 8.2% OF TOTAL 

" Public Welfare District $600 $600 !CO<l 
57 General Relicr 1,400 5,000 6,000 
58 DisuhiJily AssiSUlnce 1,000 1,000 1,00U 

" OJrl Age A~Sll;(ance 20,000 23,000 8,000 
60 Medica I Ass't. 10, Aged 12,000 
61 Aid to J)Cl'l)ndent Children 2,600 2,600 0,600 
62 VC l e l'!}n ~ <; cr\'i~,e Center 1,260 1,750 2,74;.1 

6:~ TolH! ('!1tl r ;lic~ ~26,850 $3a,95Q $84 ,943 

SCHOOLS 68.1 % OF TOTAL 

General Control 

" Committ~ Expenses $190 $200 $100 
Superjnh~ndent 

" SaJat'y 7,400 1 ,700 7,900
&. E,.xpenses (inc. school sec'y.) 4,580 4,777 5,0:26 

" 
t.::q.)Cnscs of Instruction 

Supervisors-5aJary 4,690 5,152 ',688 
58 Teachel'S-Salary 91,OU 99,370 107,275 
GO TeX1:books 1,300 1,400 J,690 
70 Supplies 2~60 8,07'0 3,285 

£.xpenses of Operation 
71 Janitor-Sa.lary 10,064 10,602 10,880 
n Fuel and Lighl 6,300 6,300 6,300 

" 
73. Miscelialleous 1,720 1,800 1,670 

Maintenance 
Itepoil"! & neplacem ents 800 1,000 I ,ZOO 

Auxiliary Agencies 
75 Health 1,966 2,056 2,320 
76 MisC';cllaneQus 440 475 
77 Tuition 8,487 '"8,150 8,690 

7' T ransporta Uon 19,171 18.586 18,706 
79 New EquIpment 850 1.040 

ContingGncy Fund 2,500 2,500 2,500 
81 COlllffiuni\y Program 1,&40 1,680 1,200 
'0 '" 

82 TOIHl Lo<:!tl Schools $165.769 $175,708 $185,!l45 

NOfC : r';!'> l irnaled reimbursements 10' local sd)()ol " $66,128. 



- - --

---

No. 1960 1961 1962 

Jtem Approp. Approp. Recom. 


leaving an estimated balance of !$119,817. for school cost from 
local taxation. 

~u ncgionnl School District $103,143 $106,640 $104.,285 


84 Totnl Sch()"!~ $268,912 $290.230 


WBRARY 0.8% OF TOTAL 


8.') Libnlry $2,550 $3,381 $3,580 


kl!:CR:E:ATION 0.4% OF TOTAL 


so Maintenance ,840 ~500 $SUO 
81 D ireclol'S S<tIlary 900 1,000 1,000 
88 New Equipment 250 1,110 100 
l)iI Town Common 100 100 

-  .-
'0 Tnta l Recreation $2,090 $1,.00 $1,950 

UNCLASSIF1ED 2.1% OF TOTAL 

" 
91 Town Reports 1850 11186 $1,000 
92 Memorial P ay 250 250 360 

Insur;:o.nce 5,100 5,200 5,688;, County Retirement System 1,811 2,058 1.912 
95 Aid to Agriculture 50 160 25 
06 Ite~et've Fund trans. trans. trans. 

07 Total Uncla.<;>:ified $8,061 $8,544 $8 ,975 

CEMETERIES 0.1% OF TOTAL 

" 
98 Ceme,teries $2,000 $2,000 $100 

S<lldief'l; and Sailors Grave~ 175 175 

100 Total Cemeteries i2,l75 $2,175 $100 

MATURING DEBT AND iNTEREST 6.7% OF TOTAL 
101 Matu ring IJcbts $20,000 $20,000 ~20 ,OOO 

102 Interest on Debts 9,280 8.640 8,000 
103 Inte l"cst on Loans ;;00 650 

l{)<1 TollI! Alaturi llg Debt & Int. $29,280 $29,1<10 $28,6.')0 
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1960 1961 1962 
Approp. Approp. 

l Ot> 	 TOla l budr;et recommendations 
J06 Total n>eommended, special articles 
107 Total, all recomm endations 
I DS 	 E~timfl\cd s(lditionaJ expenditures foI' Sta te 

charges, county t axe~ , T.E. Hospital. Qverl&.y 
and all other amOUllts required by law to be 
raised. 

110 Deductions to compute estimated tax ta te: 
J;:stim ate<J receipts, income, eOl"pOratioo, 
g <osoline taxes, from State motor vehicle 
excise, pull and ol~r re<:cipL<; from sources 
other than tal"ation. 

III E~timated halance \0 be raised by a levy on 
local real estate a nd tangible personal proPCJ'ty. 

1J 2 I-:.~timatcd tax ra t.e based upon above recom· 
mendations, using an es timated valuation o[ 
$6,200,000. 

SU:r-lMARY OF SPECIAL ARTIQ.ES 

Special Anicles Req. 
11 S{libilization Fund $lO,OOO 
12 School Building Committee 100 
14 Sidewalk from Main St ..to enlr&.n('-c of school 500 

$10,600 

Recom. 

$426,068 
10,600 

;4~6,668 

$455,518 

$150,OOQ 

$:)05,.518 

49{ 1,000 

I«=m. 
$tO,OOO 

100 
500 

$10,600 

http:ARTIQ.ES


REPORT OF THE 
SALARY SURVEY COMMI'ITEE 

To preface this repor t, a review of the article in the 
1961 Hampden Town Warrant establishing the Commit
tee might be appropriate. i n connection with Article 2 
(pertaining to the salary and compensation of elective 
officials) , the Advisory Committee recommended that a 
Salary Survey Committee "study the salaries of all elect
ed lind appointed town officials and to report its findings 
l.md recommendations ... " The duties of the Committee 
were thus dearly defined. 

As a preli ntinary step, t he offices were poUed by a 
questionnnirc del:l. ling wi t h t he job description and func
tions. the t ime consumed i ulIilJing the position, the as
s ist<lnce avu j)able t o the offices to carry out their duties 
(secretarial or oth~r) , expense nllo'....ance, fees or other 
remuneration received in addition to salary, etc. 

Socondly, the annUli} reports of other towns were 
analyzed to relate t he ::ICale of our Ralaries to that of 
othel' ('ommullit icl'l. The towns s tudies were selected be
cnuse of their .similarity to Hampden in population, total 
budget IlJ)prl)pl'iation, and physical make.np. However, 
salaries I)f nt.hel" town~ both larger and smaller were 
also examined to see jf population or appropriation 
figures were reflected proportionately in the compensa
tion of town offidal:<;. Other sources of information were 
the fu;!\ociation of Town Finance Committees, the Mass
achuse tts Municipal Personnel Boards Association, and 
the Bureau or Government Re.'~earch at t he University 
of Ma!!lMchusetts. 
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The wide range of salaries· in the fifteen towns com
parable to Hampden was substantial enough to prevent 
the Committee from establishing any yardstick which 
cou ld be applied with a ny degree of reliability. However, 
the study did show rather conclus ively that Hampden's 
salary scale b on the whole considerably below the aver
age. Th is was most striking in the positions of Treas
urer, Tax Collector, and Bookkeeper. We did not find 
such a markel.l lag in the compensation of Selectmen, 
Clerk, As~es::jors . and other positions included in the Sur
vey. 

The Corrunittee was unanimous in that public ser· 
vice, cerluinly in a town iike Hampden, can not be com
pensllted to the degree that the community benefits from 
the services rendered. rt had also to assume that the 
~resent salaries of our officials were established, at least 
a t one time, on such a basis as we were considering. How
ever, it mU!'lt also be recognized that ten years ago, for 
example, the total budget appropriation was little more 
than one-fou r th its present s ize ; and 01at our popula
tion was' little more than one-half the 1960 number. The 
effect of this gTowth on the j ob of the public servant is 
obvious. These, then, are some of t he factors taken 
in to consideration by t he Committee in arriving ilt our 
t:ollclus ions and recommendations. 

The follow ing speCific recommendations are made 
to the Ad visOi1' Board : 

1. That in all instances of elective or appointed 
offices where a salary is provided, the fees derived from 
the fulfillment of such office be returned to the Town. 
The pu rpose of this recommendation is t o divorce the 
matter of fees from that of salary and thus to eliminate 
the conf usion which inev itably arises when considering 
the salary of an office where fees are an added compen
sation factol". 



2. The sala ry of the Town Treas urer fol' 1962 be 
incl'eased from $750 to $1,000. 

~. That the saJary of Bookkeeper for 1962 be in
{: n~:lsed from $'750 to ;900. 

4. Tha t the base salary of Tax Collector for 1962 
be incre<lscd from $750 to $900, and that there be added 
a salary increment of $450 (over and above the $900) to 
<:ompensate the office for the return of fees to the Town. 

5. That the Salul'Y of Town Clerk for 1962 be in
cretlsed from $200 Lo $850. T his recommendation. like 
th e salary increment above, is not intended to increase 
the remuneration received for this office but rather to 
off:'let the amount of the fees which will be returned to 
the Town in accorda nce with Recommendation # 1. 

G. That th e sa lary of SeAler of Weights be $100. 

7. That lhe salaries of all elected and appointed 
officia ls be reviewed in ]964 to ass ure that these offices 
con tin ue to receive adequa te com pensation for the ser
\' i<:cs pel' formed. 

The members of the Survey Committee wish to ex
press their apprecia tion to th e officers of the Town for 
t hei r help and cooperation in furn ishing the informa.tion 
J'etluested during the s tudy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM T. OLMSTEAD 

FRANCIS T. BUCKLEY 

LEONARD G. CURTIS 

HELEN C. ENSLIN 

THOMAS W. FURGUSON. Jr. 



Moderator's Report 

r on PER] OO MARcn. 1961, to MARCH, 1962 

To: Boa rd of Selcetmt'll -- H'lln pdell , i\1as~a ehu setts 

Dll te: J a nuary 17, 1962 

At the AnOllil1 Meeting of the l\Ias~at husctts Mod
cnltOl'S Association hlst November, several questi om 
were I'aised wh ich !;hon ld be of in tere:!.t to Hampden 
voterS. 

The firs t t:onCeYJm the preparation of an article for 
the warrant fo r it Town Meeting. Should Towll Counsel 
correct, :"I nd if necessary r e.iect . a voters' proposed article 
wh ich i:; illega l in form or substanl:e: The consensliS 
was that the Selectmen bave the responsibility fot' l'e

questing the Towu Counsel to revie"v (·very lWOpo;)cd 
&rticl-c. The Town Counsel should respond by sugge.<:l
illg im pr ovements \vherever necessary. These changf's 
in s ubstance Or form must, hm.vever, lw )'eviewed \vith 
the voters proposing the artide for their consent. If 
t he voter s do not accept the TowJl Counsel' s ehaJlg"('.<; , 

the supposedly illegal article should appear on the war
n lnt. The l eg~dity of action taken as tht' result of a f
firmat ive ac ti on 0 11 the article would l'equil'e cou rt 
acti oJl. 

A ::;eeond important question had to do with whethl'l' 
the ModeratoI' should allow motions to rednce the anllual 
school department's appropriation request. The consell
s us was t.hal the Moderatol' should aHow :-\ lI('h moti()!l~ 



to be made. On t he other hand. the .Moderator should 
warn the voters considering this motion that the Town 
is obliged by s ta tute to suppor t its schools. 1t foHows 
that t he $chool committcc's requested a ppropriatioo - in 
the absence of demonstrated bad faith - is given vel'Y 
great, b~lt not conclusive. weight in court, as beiJlg t he 
amount actuall ), needed for school ~upport. Furthel'
more, if a su it is filed by ten taxpayers claiming th;"tt the 
appropr iation made by the Town Meeting is insuff icient 
fo r support of t he schools, the court takes the responsi . 
bility for determining what is actually needed. As 11 

result, the COlrrt may ord-er the Town to pay the dericiCIl
c.\' p illS a pcmalty sum eq ual to as much as 25 ", of l.he 
deficiency. 

Another of the worthwhile products of the Modera
tors Association is a new handbook on town fTK'etings. 
This handbook is in the final stages of prepllration and 
::;hould be published in 1962. 

GEORGE w. INGLIO 

Town Modera.tol' 
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R.oport of B{)ard of S ..lectmen 

Carrying out the wishes of the residents o'f Hamp
den ()JJ e:<pl'essed a t t he Annual Town Meeting, plus the 
routine weekly business, which inCl-eases each year, made 
1961 a busy yel:ll' for your Board of Selectmell. In ac
cordan ce with votes a t t he Town Meeting, we advertised 
for bids, met with representati ves of several husinc ... s 
concerns, ilnd pu rchased a new loader, a troctor. drive!l 
lawnmower with roadside cutter hal', an d a siren fo r 
the Fire Dept. I ncidentally, even with an increase in 
wages, the new lawn mower, operated hy members or the 
Highway Dept., has effected a savings of :P300 t his 
yeal" over t he former method of each department owning 
its o~'J n Inwn-eutting equipment. Necessa ry mainlemtnce 
011 the Town House included re-roofing the north side. o{ 
the To!)f, h ,~v ing ~ new ceiling put up in t he Library nnd 
termite control work. 

Highway w()rk conSi sted of Chapter 90 Construction 
1)11 Chap in and South MOll~on Roads, and Chapter no 
:\ f ajnt~nall('e work on E ast Lon~meadow Road, SLonyhilJ 
Rond, North Monson a nd Glelldule Roads. C:\ r~ody 

Rond was widened ill part;; and paved to completion . 
•-\ culvert war; H~placcd on East Longmeadow Road. The 
whit(" lint'_" on 01.1l" main highway;;; were painted by 
courtesy of the State Department of Publ ic Utilitie!>, 
bllt we JULVi:"' since been informed that this will be the 
h; st ti me they call do this work for us. 10 the future 
th i." work br State crews can be done only on Statt~ 
highwayI'!. The employees of the Highway Dept. were 
g-iven an increase of 121/2 cen ts per hour in June. 

01.11" ::.treet lighting program was con tinued with 
four ne,V ~treet li ghts being erected 011 Stooyhill Road , 
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two a ll North Road and one on H ickory Lane. Larger 
a nd morc modern ligh ts were installed on West Main 
Street, North a nd South Roads. 

One of Olll" most persistent problems thi s past year 
concerned dogs, a nd t he restra ining order placed there· 
on . We a re p leased to report that many of our citi'?,ens 
cooperated in this effo rt, but a few had to be summoned 
into court to be impressed with the seriousness of the 
order . After the summer mont hs had passed, and the 
children 'Were back in school. the order wa::; lifled in 
Odobel'; however, a ll c iti zells were requested to exercise 
cont rol over their dogs at all t imes. 

The Se lectmen accepted with pleasure two gifts to 
the Towll this yenr. Two rose bushes planted by t.he 
Gi rl Scouts were presented to t he Town and ded'icated 
M:l pal"t of our t l'aditjona l Memorial Day exercises. In 
August the bath house bu il t by the Lions Club at the 
Recrea tion Field was accepted by the SeJeclmen ill be· 
half of the Town at the swim meet held iiS <i part of the 
~ ummer recreation program. 

It was neCeSS811' to hold only one Special Town Meet
ling l.hhi year The Selectmen meet each Wcdnesd<ty, 
un less ot.herwise announced, at thej r office in the TO\vn 
Honse. Any res ident is welcome to attend the!::ie mee.t· 
ings. and anyone wishing to discuss bn3ille..<;~ with the 
Selectmen ml'ty do $0 at this time. The cooperation and 
ll,.sistllllce of other Town officials and Board :-=: iF; ;.u'k· 
llowledged with sincere appreciation. 

Rel'ipectfllJ\~' submitted . 

CHARLES R. MELVILLE. Chairman 

WILLIAM P. PATULLO 

WALTER M. ICKllATH . Jll . 
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STATE AUDITOR'S REPORT 

13u<-: rd of Selectmen 

Hampden. Massaehusetts 

Gentlemen: 

This is to certify that the books and accoun t!': of 
the town of H ampden were audited by t he Bureau of 
Accounts, Department of Corporations and Taxation. as 
of August ]9, 1961, at which time they WEre found to 
be corl'eeL with all f unds Dropedy accounted for. 

A deta iled report of the audit 'w ill he f01'wa rded as 
soon as possible. 

Very truly yours, 

Assistant Director of Accounts 

WILLIAM SCHWARTZ 

cc :TO"'''l1 Clerk 
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Report of the 

Superintendent of Streets 


UsuaJ sommer and winter maintenallce to
gether with Chapter 90 Construction resulted in a 
yeal' of activity for the Highway Department. In addi
tiOll, the hardening of Carmody Road was completed and 
llbout 600 feet of Sessions Dr ive was rebuilt. 

On Mountain Road a drainage problem was solved 
,"hon 460 feet of sub-drainage was laid near the home of 
the Edward Petersons. This section has ahvays been weL 
antI treacherous in t he spring and frequently cars would 
tUt'll out too fill', thus having to get pulled out.. Now 
Lh;1t spot is of normal width. Much more of this could 
b~ Jane on the na.rrow hill roads if fu nds would permit. 
Again 1 wou ld like to stress the fact that veh icles t hat 
travel too close to t he ditches can do a lot of darnaKe to 
back roads wh ich makes patching costly to t he town. 

Widening and gravelling of Thresher Road to Staf. 
ford Road was also accom plished. The year 1962 shou ld 
~ee the completion of the hard surface on t his rOAd. 

Chapte l' 90 Ma intenance was sufficient to resurface 
)f::.jn Street, a ll of Stony Hill Road and neady n mile on 
Korth MOMon Road. Also with t his a llotment a new 
S1600 cul vert was installed on East Longmeadow Rood 
to !'eplace t he concrete slab cul vert constructed there i ll 
1924. 

Under Chapter 90 Construction, the Highway De 
partment was able to finish rebuilding Chapin Road to 
the Connecticut state line. This road has been com pletely 
rebuilt from a narrow. rocky dirt road to n grave l t realed 
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surface twenty-four feet wide. This allotment also made 
it possible {or us to accomplish a great deal dur ing the 
lnte faU and wi nter toward t he rebuilding of Sout.h MOII 
son Road beginning at &antic Road and proceedi ng 
easterly up the hill. The shnrp curve at the foot of so
ca lled "Long Hill" will be somewhat lessened if not com
pletely eliminated. This has been t he scene of numerous 
"crack-ups". 1 could report pages of interesting fac ts 
r~lati \le to the work and history of t his department but 
l'>1).'lce will not permit. 

In addition lo the actua l highway construction and 
maitl tenaoce, the Highway Department has assumed the 
du ti es of ma inta ining grounds including t he Town House, 
the Elemen tary School, t he Town Common, the Old Town 
Hull, the cemeteries, the baseball diamond on the Rec v 

reation F ield. Our new Farmall 140 t ractor with gang 
mowers hgH worked well on t heir maintenallce. Also thi s 
new tnl.ctor with roadside cutter bar has enabled us to 
mow the roadaides ourselves without hiring ou tside 
cQ i.l jpment ~s ill p r (:viou:, year s. 

R~peCtflllly submi tted, 

ARTHUR H. GERRISH 

Superintendent of Streets 
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